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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT Use the website at retiredteachers.org for current

information.
Dear RCRTA Members:

I’d like each of you to reach out to a retired teacher
Ellen Mulford, Gene and Anita Pitts, Sherri who is not 2 member of RCRTA and IRTA and
Zornes, and I attended the Fall Workshop on encourage them to join. Our advocacy efforts will
Advocacy. Our membership this year must be stronger with more new members!
lobby for a permanent COLA/13th check and also
for a Pension Implementation date. Recall Also please contact Representative Alex
that the Pension Implementation legislation Zimmerman and Senator Leising to thank them for

passed but it did not include a date. Without a their support of the 13th check.

date it may never be effective. We want the

legislature to state that the implementation date is Thank you and enjoy the gorgeous fall months in
effective July, 2025. Indiana!

Throughout the morning workshop we heard that ~ Yours in education,

“You are the best lobbyist!” Your voice can be Cheryl Corning, RCRTA President
heard and these pointers are for our use as we talk
to our state senators and representatives. Former
Representative Bill Bailey from Seymour spoke
about competing interests that legislators face. He
strongly suggested we talk to legislators before the
election as well as afterward, and ask them, “Will
you support this?” We want “yes” but if we hear
“no” or “not sure,” we should continue to pursue a
“yes.” Jean Leising, State Senator, stated that there
was strong support this year from the legislature
for the 13th check. However, the Senate leadership
did not share that support. We need to encourage
Senator Mischler to support our position. Senator
Leising stated that many legislators think that the
13th check is a full check. We need to make sure
they know that the 13th check is a much lesser
amount. IRTA Lobbyist Steve Bebe asked that we Check out the RCRTA Facebook page and
use the word “we” rather than “I,” so the the local website for news about the
legislature knows that individual members are organization, including meetings,

fully supporting IRTA Executive Director Laura  celebrations, and projects.

Penman and Steve Bebe. He requested that we

keep our message focused, short, and professional.



http://www.ripleyrta.org/

Foundation, Ellen Mulford

Mark Your —36—-

Calendar
INDJANA

RETIRED TEACHERS ASS0CIATION

Don’t sit on the sidelines...
Get involved!

2024 Social Meeting Schedule:
Tuesday, October 22

11 a.m. registration
11:30 a.m. lunch served
Osgood Town Hall

State Contact Information
IRTA Officers:

Laura Penman, Executive Director
David Lennen, President

Paula Dyer, Past President

$18 lunch Sharon Barnes, President-Elect
Mark Guard, Secretary-Treasurer
2025 Social Meeting Schedule: Cheryl Corning, Area 10 Director
Tuesday, April 22 AMBA Representative
Tuesday, July 22 Jeff Wright
Tuesday, October 28 IRTA
New physical address:
2025 Executive Board Schedule 1916 Crown Plaza Blvd., Suite 113
(all officers/committee chairs) Plainfield, IN 46168
Wednesday, March 19 Mailing address:
Wednesday, June 18 P.O. Box 715, Plainfield, IN 46168

Phone: 317-637-7481
toll-free 888-454-9333

Fax: 317-637-9671

RCRTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS Contact Person: Linnie Harris

Officers: Website: www.retiredteachers.org
President, Cheryl Corning

Vice-President, Sandy Bowlus (recommended) Take the time to check the IRTA website,

Wednesday, September 17

Secretary, Nancy Durham click on ADVOCACY, and find out what'’s

Treasurer, Marsha Bultman happening in the legislature! Don’t forget to let
Committee Chairs: your legislators know how much you appreciate
Community Service, Sue Bunselmeier the 13t check — and urge them to continue their

support for retired public employees. Email is
probably their preference for communication with
constituents.

Membership, Cheryl Parmer
Public Relations, Nancy Durham
Webmaster, Dennis Bourquein

Legislative, Ted Ahaus An important thought for the upcoming elections

Past President, Gene Pitts in November from Civil Rights Leader John Lewis:
Member Concerns/Necrologist/Archivist

Andrea Westerfeld



“The vote is precious. It is almost sacred. It is
the most powerful non-violent tool we have in
a democracy.”
Ripley County Retired Teachers
Social Meeting Minutes
July 23, 2024

With registration scheduled to begin at 11 a.m.,
the Rolling Pin Catering Services had set up the
buffet of roast beef, mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, carrots, signature salad, rolls and
butter, and selected desserts. Once members had
registered and paid their dues for the coming year,
they made their way to the buffet. Ellen Mulford
provided lovely lunchtime music of her patriotic
repertoire.

At 11:50 President Gene Pitts called the meeting
to order with 54 members in attendance. Nancy
Durham led the group in singing The Blessing,
with Ellen accompanying on the piano. Gene
then led the members in saying the Pledge of
Allegiance to the American flag.

Vice-President Cheryl Corning introduced Amy
Streator, executive director of the Ripley County
Community Foundation, who began her
presentation by expressing her appreciation to the
retired teachers for the years of service in the
classroom molding minds for the future. Amy
then explained the mission of the Foundation to
create a lasting legacy in all areas and in all
interests throughout the county.

Amy then shared how the Foundation has been
busy this summer supporting Genesis: Pathways
to Success and the Summer Stream consisting of
28 camps engaging middle school students in a
variety of activities. She also spoke about the
Foundation’s commitment to Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library. Since the inception of the
program in Ripley County in November 2023,
702 students have been served so that reading is
encouraged in every home, starting at birth and
continuing through age 5. Next, Amy presented
information about the initiative Turnover Hunger,
which is our community service project for this
year. All donations which are collected through

the turnovers forced by the Batesville and Milan
football teams and through flat donations to the
program, benefit the Weekend Backsack

Programs administered in Ripley County
Elementary Schools (Batesville, Milan, Jac-Cen-
Del, South Ripley, and Sunman). Amy celebrated
that $40,000 was donated last year to support
students who don’t have access to healthy food.
The donations also support an endowment fund that
will help this initiative continue. Finally, Amy
updated the RCRTA on Wreaths Across Ripley
County, our community service group project last
year. Partnering with the national program Wreaths
Across America, the goal is to remember every
veteran laid to rest in Ripley County. Last year over
4,400 veterans in 60 public access areas were
honored with an evergreen wreath. The cost is $17
per wreath, and the national organization gives
back $5 for every wreath which can benefit the
Veterans’ Affairs Office as well as veterans’
groups in the county. She noted this year several in
the American Legion Auxiliary units hope to go
into all the middle schools to carry out the
education goal of the program.

In conclusion, Amy noted how many in the room
are active volunteers, in the Foundation and in
organizations supported by the Foundation.

President Pitts then moved into the business
segment of the meeting. The secretary’s minutes
from the last meeting and the treasurer’s report
both were printed in the Clipboard. No corrections
were made so the reports stood as presented.
Secretary Nancy Durham read a thank you from the
Indiana Retired Teachers Association Foundation
for our contribution to the silent auction at the
Representative Assembly. Treasurer Marsha
Bultman thanked members for paying their dues
either at the meeting or through the mail. She also
announced that $139 had been collected for the
Food Pantries.

Next President Pitts recognized those members
honored at the Representative Assembly.
Honorable Mention Volunteers were Tom Reale,
Marsha Bultman, and Nancy Durham. It was also
stated that regrettably our Outstanding Volunteer,
Sharon Martin, was not recognized at the RA nor



have we received a certificate to present to her.
Gene next presented an Outstanding Group
Community Service certificate to Community
Service Chair Sue Bunselmeier for our group
project last year, Wreaths Across Ripley County.
Finally, Gene recognized Nancy Durham for the
Outstanding Newsletter Award and Outstanding
Press Release.

Committee Reports were given as follows:
Public Relations—Nancy reminded
members to check out the articles in area
newspapers and the posts on the Facebook
page. She also noted she will contact
WRBI about posting materials about the
group on its website.

Community Service—Sue reminded the
members that Turnover Hunger is our
group project this year. She also reminded
members to keep track of their volunteer
hours and report them to her no later than
December. Last year the RCRTA
accumulated over 25,000 hours, second in
the state.

Membership—Cheryl Parmer emphasized
how important it is to join the state
organization. Last year, there were over
60,000 retired teachers in Indiana, but only
18,000 IRTA members. The legislature
pays attention to our numbers. She also
noted that the memorial pages in the RA
booklet numbered over 700 deceased
members in the past year.

There was one new retiree in attendance at
the meeting: Kelly Sparks, formerly of
South Ripley School Corporation and
recently retired from Greensburg School
Corporation.

Legislation—Ted Ahaus noted that the
formation of the state organization had one
specific purpose: to protect our pensions
(and not just the pensions of retirees but
the pensions of active teachers). Ted also
reminded us that we will receive a 13®
check in September—reinstated this year
after the hard work of IRTA Executive
Director Laura Penman and our lobbyist
Steve Beebe. Ted urged us to stay

informed and to communicate with our
legislators.

IRTAF—Ellen Mulford explained the
challenge from the Foundation to realize
their one million dollar goal next year on
the 75™ anniversary of the IRTA. She also
urged all members, not just officers, to
attend the Fall Workshop.

President Pitts then called upon Cheryl Corning,
Area 10 Director, to present news from the area and
state. She re-emphasized the importance in
membership at the state level, not just at the local
level. She also conducted a short tutorial about the
state website (retiredteachers.org) and how to
navigate it. Cheryl also reported that it is a
particularly important year in the legislature
because it is a budget year. She encouraged
members to reach out to our schools about the
Active Teachers Grants. Last year there was only
one applicant from our area. She also joined Ellen
in encouraging all members to attend the Fall
Workshop.

Shirley Bocock shared that Vision Screening will
begin August 14 and called for volunteers. This is a
combined project with the Lions Club.

Gene gave details about the Fall Workshop being
held in this area: Wednesday, September 25, in
Greensburg with registration beginning at 8:30.
Lunch will be provided.

Gene also shared that plans are being made for
RCRTA members to speak at the area school
corporations’ opening day meetings, recruiting
members for IRTA.

Ellen announced the Mary Rice Hopkins concert to
be held at the Holdsworth Pavilion on August 25,
with activities beginning at 5. This concert is in
celebration of the life of Phyllis Armbrecht, Ellen’s
sister. McDonald’s $5 gift cards were awarded to
Christy Gauck, Nancy Durham, Freda Kegley,
Cheryl Corning, and Jim Conley.

President Pitts’s final act as president of the
organization was to pass the bell to President-Elect



Cheryl Corning and conclude the meeting shortly
after 1 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Durham, secretary

]

President-Elect Cheryl Corning accepts the bell to
open the RCRTA meetings from Gene Pitts,
outgoing president of the organization.

In case you haven’t read the IRTA newsletter...

We are thrilled to share that on August 15th,
Governor Eric Holcomb ceremonially signed
House Enrolled Act 1004 into law, a significant
milestone for Indiana’s nearly 60,000 retired
educators and 90,000 retired public employees.
This legislation will provide a crucial 13th check

to retirees. The IRTA proudly witnessed this event

at the Statehouse, with Executive Director Laura

Penman, President David Lennen, Immediate Past

President Paula Dyer, and Lobbyist Steve Beebe
present. This achievement reflects the tireless
efforts of retiring State Rep. Bob Cherry (R-
Greenfield) and the relentless advocacy of our
dedicated IRTA team.

Why This Matters:

The 13th check addresses critical cost-of-living
gaps faced by many retirees, particularly during
these challenging economic times. Scheduled for
distribution in September 2024, this one-time
payment is a result of the effective collaboration
between Rep. Cherry and the IRTA, who have
worked hard to bring this benefit to you. While this
is a major win, our advocacy continues as we push
for ongoing enhancements.

Looking Forward:

The legislature has tasked INPRS with developing
the systems needed to issue automatic annual
enhancements, but these will not begin until the
legislature sets an implementation date. While
retirees will receive the 13th check in September
2024, no further enhancements are planned until
these automatic adjustments are in place. IRTA
will continue to advocate fiercely in the 2025
legislative session to ensure ongoing support.
Your Membership Makes a Difference:

This victory highlights the importance of your
membership. The IRTA’s strength comes from our
collective numbers, and it’s thanks to your support
that we can advocate effectively. We sincerely
thank each of you for your participation and
commitment. Your support drives our ongoing
efforts to protect and enhance the benefits and
rights of retired educators across Indiana.

Local Website

Don’t forget to check out the website that
Dennis Bourquein has up and running. It is
filled with valuable information!

October Social Meeting

e Tuesday, October 22, 11 a.m. registration
begins

e Osgood Town Hall/Community Center

e $18 hot lunch will include lasagna,
California blend vegetables, green beans,
sweet potato casserole, macaroni and cheese
(if we have to choose a second starch from
the Rolling Pin selections), signature salad,
rolls and butter, monkey bread and other
assorted desserts, drinks



e The buffet lunch will be served at 11:30

e Don’t forget to pay your dues ($10
teacher/$5 associate)!

e Our guest speaker will speak about the
dangers of consumer fraud and how to
protect against it.

e Donations will be collected for our special
community service project of Turnover
Hunger and for the food pantries.

e PLEASE BE AWARE THIS IS YOUR
LAST OPPORTUNITY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THESE
WORTHWHILE PROJECTS!

e OUR DONATIONS HAVE
DECREASED SIGNIFICANTLY THIS
YEAR. PLEASE CONSIDER GIVING
GENEROUSLY.

“You have two hands: One to help
yourself, the second to help others.”
— Audrey Hepburn

The RCRTA Needs YOUR Input!!!

Our executive board is looking at the feasibility
of creating our own foundation. If you have some
observations, suggestions, and/or concerns,
please talk to Cheryl Corning or Sandy Bowlus.

RCRTA Treasurer’s Report
September 18, 2024

Ending Balance June 25, 2024 $3,237.03
Receipts
Dues (57 @ $10; 9 @ $5) 615
Meal (60 @ $18) 1,080
“Turnover Hunger” project 145
(total to date $232)
Food Pantry donations 139

(total to date $183)
Meal reimbursements (6 @ $18)108
(3 still out)

Extra meals (6 @ $5) 30
Total Receipts 2,117.00
Total Available $5,354.03

Expenses

Rolling Pin — 67 meals
Elementary Nurses donations
(4 @ $50)
Marsha Bultman (24 tablecloths) 62.11
Total Expenses $1,324.73
CURRENT BALANCE $4,029.30

1,062.62
200

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Bultman, RCRTA treasurer

RCRTA NEWS
2024 Community Service News

Don’t forget to keep track of all your volunteer
hours. Any time you help someone else or serve in
some capacity for an organization, those hours
count!

RCRTA celebrates their Volunteer of the Year
Sharon Martin and Honorable Mention Volunteers
Nancy Durham, Marsha Bultman, and Tom Reale.




Gene Pitts presents an Outstanding Group Project
certificate to Sue Bunselmeier for the 2023 project,
Wreaths Across Ripley County.

Amy Streator, Executive Director of the Ripley
County Community Foundation, presented
information about many of the Foundation’s
initiatives such as Wreaths Across Ripley
County, the Dolly Parton Imagination Library,
and Turnover Hunger, which benefits all the
elementary schools in Ripley County.

Kelly Sparks and Kenny Sheets give their
donations for Turnover Hunger to Community
Service Chair Sue Bunselmeier. Turnover
Hunger is the RCRTA 2024 group project.

IRTA NEWS
Indiana Retired Teachers Association

RCRTA was well represented at the IRTA Fall
Advocacy Workshop held in Greensburg,
Wednesday, September 25.

IRTA President David Lennen welcomed

RCRTA members Sherri Zornes, Ellen Mulford,
Gene Pitts, Anita Pitts, and RCRTA President
Cheryl Corning to the Fall Workshop. The sessions
for the workshop were designed to help members
better understand the legislative process and its
impact on teacher pension benefits. IRTA leaders
shared the latest legislative updates and explained
how they affect the retirement benefits, including
the start date for the automatic 13" check and 1 %
COLA. Attendees also discovered effective ways to
advocate for annual pension enhancements and
connected with other retirees to share experiences
and concerns. Zornes commented, “It was an
interesting meeting.”



If you haven’t joined the Indiana State RCRTA Collaborates with Lions
Retired Teachers Association, please go to for Vision Screening
retiredteachers.org/membership and join
today! The legislature pays attention to
numbers! Membership in the state
organization means Retired Teachers have
a VOICE! Membership also means you

So far, over 3,700 students have been screened in
Madison, Jac-Cen-Del, Rising Sun, Sunman-
Dearborn, South Dearborn, Milan, South Ripley,
and Batesville. RCRTA and Lions Club members
will still be conducting screening at East Central

will receive the state newsletter, the Middle School. a few Madison schools
Bulletin Board. _ . Southwestern in Hanover, and three parochial
Also, please consider paying your IRTA dues  schools. Shirley Bocock, coordinator for the
with dues deduction. That saves the project, commends all the volunteers for their

organization time and money. You will then ~ commitment. “They’re just extraordinary!”
receive a more substantial membership card. =~ Bocock commented.

RCRTA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Retired Teacher Membership - $10.00
Associate Membership - $5.00

Please PRINT
Retired Teacher
(First) (Initial) (Last)
Spouse
(First) (Initial) (Last)
Street
A number of RCRTA and Lions Club volunteers
Ci gather after finishing vision screening at one of the
'y local school
State Zip ocal schools.
Telephone Number ( )
E-mail !
This application covers RCRTA Membership | e e -
Year July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025. ) WLU"TEEHS ok A
Check should be made payable to Ripley County IM,HG‘I‘BECAU SE THEY'RE
Retired Teachers Association WORTHLESS. BUT BECAUSE
Send check to RCRTA treasurer: gl s SoSEE S S
Marsha Bultman; P. O Box 134; Osgood, IN THEY'RE PRICELESS.
47037

= EHERRAY ANDERSON
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RCRTA Supports Our School Nurses Lois Vogel, Marsha Bultman, and Shirley Bocock

presented $50 checks to each of the elementary
school nurses in Ripley County. Those nurses
nclude Bridgette Horan, South Ripley; Helen
Hixson, Milan; Kara Huff, Jac-Cen-Del; and

nurses $50 in the spring and $50 in the fall to
buy supplies for the year.

"IN MEMORIAM
b

The RCRTA will remember the
following members
at the October 22 meeting:

Sara Hughes
Jerry Walker
Beverly Buxton
Eugene Westerman
Elsie Luke
Elizabeth Meyer Downey
Lou Wolter




Martha Plummer
Karen Salvitti
Jerry Stanbrough
Stella Englehart
Gloria Riley

“We'll be friends
forever, won't we,
Pooh?" asked Piglet.
‘Even longer,” Pooh
answered.” - Winnie
the Pooh



