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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear RCRTA Members:

All of a sudden, it seems that we are in the 
middle of summer. We got here quickly 
before all of us were ready. Summer is a time 
of festivals, fairs, reunions, and many other 
activities that we consider fun. We all enjoy 
the warm weather and bright sunshine which 
encourages us to travel and visit our family
and friends. One group of friends we have to 
visit is the Ripley County Retired Teachers. 
An opportunity to visit these friends is on 
Tuesday, July 23, at the annual summer 
luncheon.

We all know that there is strength in numbers. 
This strength helps in all aspects of life. It is 
true when we consider the community service 
that RCRTA provides to the schools, teachers 
and students. It is also true when we consider 
the benefits we all receive as retired teachers. 
Continue to be active in your membership and 
encourage others to join you. 

The Ripley County Retired Teachers are a 
group of former educators or school 
employees that enjoy an opportunity to visit 
with old friends and continue to help the 
schools and communities where we live. The 
contributions we make toward our schools 
can help in may ways. For example, the 
active teacher grants provide funds to help 
teachers develop new, creative ideas for their 
classrooms. Contributions to the school 
nurses help provide needed clothing, food, 

and other items to the students. The RCRTA 
makes contributions to the food pantries in 
each of the four school districts. The recent 
donations to Wreaths Across Ripley County 
helped provide many wreaths to former service 
members in our communities. As a member of 
RCRTA, you are joined by a group of people 
who are still helping our communities, schools,
and teachers. Keep up the good work and 
encourage others to join you by becoming a 
member of Indiana Retired Teachers 
Association and RCRTA. As a member, attend 
the meetings and become active in continuing 
to help our teachers and students.

Yours in education,
Gene Pitts, RCRTA president

Check out the RCRTA Facebook page and
the local website for news about the 
organization, including meetings, 
celebrations, and projects.

http://www.ripleyrta.org/


Don’t sit on the sidelines…
Get involved!

2024 Social Meeting Schedule:
Tuesday, July 23

11 a.m. registration/
buffet lunch served
Osgood Town Hall
$18 lunch

Tuesday, October 22

RCRTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:
President, Gene Pitts              812-654–2267 

   812-363-3112
Vice-President, Cheryl Corning 
                                                    812-621-5742
Secretary, Nancy Durham     812-871-0755
Treasurer, Marsha Bultman 812-871-3155
Committee Chairs:
Community Service, Sue Bunselmeier

   812-621-0869
Membership, Cheryl Parmer 
                                                   812-614-4078
Public Relations, Nancy Durham
                                                   812-871-0755
Webmaster, Dennis Bourquein

  812-717-0501
Legislative, Ted Ahaus           812-621-1037
Past President, Lois Luken    812-212-3838
Member Concerns/Necrologist/Archivist
       Andrea Westerfeld          812-934-2284

   812-621-0256
Foundation, Ellen Mulford    812-756-0990

State Contact Information

IRTA Officers:
Laura Penman, Executive Director
David Lennen, President
Paula Dyer, Past President
Sharon Barnes, President-Elect
Mark Guard, Secretary-Treasurer
Cheryl Corning, Area 10 Director
AMBA Representative
Jeff Wright
IRTA
2629 Waterfront Pkway, East Drive, Suite 105
Indianapolis, IN 46214
BIG ANNOUNCEMENT: 
The IRTA office is moving August 1!
New address: 1916 Crown Plaza Blvd., Suite 113
Plainfield, IN 46168
Phone: 317-637-7481

toll-free 888-454-9333
Fax: 317-637-9671
Contact Person: Linnie Harris

Website: www.retiredteachers.org

Take the time to check the IRTA website, 
click on ADVOCACY, and find out what’s 
happening in the legislature! Don’t forget to let 
your legislators know how much you appreciate 
the 13th check – and urge them to continue their 
support for retired public employees. Email is 
probably their preference for communication 
with constituents.

http://www.retiredteachers.org/


Ripley County Retired Teachers 
Social Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2024

Registration for the meeting began at 11 with box 
lunches from the Rolling Pin Catering at the 
tables. President Gene Pitts convened the meeting 
at 11:30. Ellen Mulford introduced the guest 
speaker, Jack Sutton, of the Oak Heritage 
Conservancy. An Aurora native, Mr. Sutton 
stated his involvement with the Conservancy is 
his second “go-round.” He noted the Conservancy 
has a land trust emphasis with 61 million acres 
and 9700 miles of trails. In Indiana there are 25 
land trusts. Oak Heritage Conservancy oversees 
15 preserves. One was established in 1927 in 
Jennings County. The goals of the Conservancy 
are to protect natural habitat areas and educate 
youth. Mr. Sutton concluded telling us how we 
can help: come to events (such as Butterflies and 
Beer being held in Rising Sun in July); become 
an active volunteer; and become a member and 
provide some financial support.

Following the program, Nancy Durham 
and Dennis Bourquein led the group in singing 
the Blessing, and President Pitts called the 
business meeting to order. Kenny Sheets led the 
group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
American flag.

The secretary’s minutes, having been included in 
the April edition of The Clipboard, were approved 
as presented. The treasurer’s report 
was also included in the newsletter, but Sue 
Bunselmeier gave an update for Marsha Bultman, 
who was vacationing in Florida. Currently there 
is $3,151.01 in the treasury. Dues for the next 
year can be paid in July.

Dennis Westerfeld provided cards for the 
members to sign. These cards are for several of 
our members who are recovering from illness, 
accidents, and surgeries. We also agreed that 
Andrea deserves our positive thoughts for the 
physical distress she has been suffering. It was 
also announced that Lou Wolter had passed 
away. 

Gene discussed the news from the legislative 
session that recently concluded. A 13th check has 
been approved and will be paid in September 2024.
We understand this money will be part of the 
September INPRS check--paid by number of years 
served in education $150, $275, $375, 
and $450. Appreciation was expressed for the 
members who emailed legislators and otherwise 
provided support for the passage of this legislation. 
Appreciation was also expressed to our state 
leaders Steve Beebe and Laura Penman for their 
hard work! Getting a 13th check is not ideal, but it 
is progress. Next session will be a budget year for 
the legislature so we should all be ready to assist 
our state leaders by contacting legislators. More 
information will be available when the next 
legislative session nears. 

Sue Bunselmeier, community service chair, 
reminded the members to log their volunteer 
hours and distributed information about 
opportunities to serve. She also announced our 
2024 community service project this year will be 
to support the Turnover Hunger Project with the 
Ripley County Community Foundation. One 
member asked why it was so important to 
accumulate volunteer hours: the answer is that the 
legislature pays attention to the work retired 
teachers keep doing in their communities.

Nancy Durham, public relations chair, asked if 
anyone has a problem with receiving the 
newsletter. She also asked if anyone has material 
for the summer newsletter, please have it to her 
by June 25. She also reminded everyone to check 
out the Facebook page.

Teacher Appreciation Week is approaching. Since 
so many organizations and businesses now treat the
teachers, it might be a good idea for us to pick a 
later date. There is a sign up sheet at the 
registration table for the various schools.

Ellen Mulford reported on the Indiana Retired 
Teachers Association Foundation. The endowment 
fund stands at $572,000+. The 75th anniversary 
for IRTA is 2025; IRTAF is planning a knockout 
event to try to get to the one million dollar mark. 
The Representative Assembly is June 12, and 



there will be a silent auction to benefit the 
Foundation. Ellen asked for volunteers to take 
information about the 2024 Active Teacher Grant 
opportunities to each school corporation’s 
superintendent and building principals. Also 
Ellen made a new handout to explain membership 
benefits—to encourage associate membership. 

Ellen promoted the Outdoor Women event at 
Big Oaks June 15. She left handouts for anyone 
interested.

Cheryl Parmer, membership chair, is ill today, 
but Gene urged members to make contact with 
teachers who are retiring in 2024 and explain the 
advantages of being members of IRTA first and
 our local association second.

Mark Guard, IRTA secretary-treasurer, reported 
that the main office is moving to Plainfield. The 
office will be smaller but will also save the 
association money. The new office is in a brand 
new building, there having been issues with the 
previous building. Mark and Ellen noted 
there was no applicant from our area for the 
$2000 college scholarship this year. Members 
were reminded to look for education juniors in 
college from this area for next year. Mark also 
reiterated the excitement about a 13th check 
being passed, but there is work coming for next 
session to try to get a COLA or another 13th 
check.

Gene announced that we need a vice-president 
for the coming year as Cheryl Corning will be 
installed as the new president. He noted it’s a 
good position in the association that doesn’t 
require a lot of work. There was some discussion 
about the meal choices and their prices--$18 for 
a hot meal and $12 for a box lunch. One 
member asked if a vote could be taken to 
indicate preference for the meal choice, but there 
was no clear decision. In fact, most of the 
members do not care which choice is made.

Door prizes of $5 McDonald’s gift cards were 
awarded to Carlos Luken, Carol Volz, Judi 
Geyman, Nancy Rieckers, and Marcia Bischoff.

Jim Pierce spoke about the Reality Checks and 
what a good opportunity for volunteering these 
events provide. Members have volunteered at the 
South Ripley Real World event, Sunman-
Dearborn, and Jac-Cen-Del. South Dearborn will 
host one Thursday with Lawrenceburg and Milan 
also participating.

Nancy read a thank you note to the retired teachers 
who helped at the South Ripley Real World event.
The meeting was adjourned and several members 
remained to put up the chairs and tables. The next 
RCRTA meeting will be July 23, 2024.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Durham, secretary

Jack Sutton explains the work of the Oak Heritage 
Conservancy at the April meeting as members look 
over the Conservancy brochures. Mr. Sutton also 
informs the group about opportunities to contribute 
to the work of the conservancy with time and 
money.

Protect Nature in Southeast Indiana



  
South Ripley retired educators Judi Geyman, 
Norma Sheets, and Ann Dicken surprised the South
Ripley elementary staff with end of the year 
appreciation treats. Volunteers from the RCRTA 
treated all teachers in each of the county’s schools, 
recognizing their hard work in educating the young 
people of our communities.

Larry Sutherlin Memorial Scholarship

The Ripley County Community Foundation has 
announced the creation of a memorial scholarship 
to honor Larry Sutherlin’s dedication to 
education. Larry passed away last summer, and 
his family decided they wanted to create a 
scholarship that would “support tomorrow’s 
teachers and … impact the lives of local students 
for generations.” The scholarship will support a 
graduating senior from South Ripley High School 
who demonstrates financial need in pursuit of a 
post-secondary degree. The first Larry Sutherlin 
Memorial Scholarship was presented in May at 
the South Ripley Senior Honors Night. Anyone 
wishing to make a donation to this scholarship 
fund may do so through the RCCF.

Local Website

     Don’t forget to check out the website that
     Dennis Bourquein has up and running. It is
     filled with valuable information!

July Social Meeting 

• Tuesday, July 23, 11 a.m. registration
• Osgood Town Hall/Community Center
• $18 hot lunch (roast beef Au jus, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, baby carrots, signature 
salad, rolls and butter, monkey bread and 
other assorted desserts, drinks)--buffet will 
be available after you register

• Don’t forget to pay your dues ($10 
teacher/$5 associate)!

• Amy Streator from the Ripley County 
Community Foundation will be the guest 
speaker.

• Installation of officers: Cheryl Corning, 
president; Nancy Durham, secretary; 
Marsha Bultman, treasurer

• Recognition of RA award winners
• Donations will be collected for our special 

community service project of Turnover 
Hunger and for the food pantries.

The RCRTA Needs YOU!!!

   Currently, there is no candidate for the position of
   vice-president. This office is a two-year term
   (2024-2026) and is in charge of the programs for
   the social meetings. Contact Gene Pitts or Cheryl
   Corning if you would be willing to serve.
   Membership Chair Cheryl Parmer is seeking
   retired teacher members from each of the school
   corporations to help her recruit new members.  
   Community Service Sue Bunselmeier is also
   seeking retired teacher members from each of the
   school corporations to help her tally volunteer
   service hours. Contact Cheryl or Sue if you are
   willing to help.

  Think about these words from Michele Jennae:
  Leaders step up, even when they feel like hiding.
  And they do so because they care.



RCRTA Treasurer’s Report
June 25, 2024

Ending Balance April 8, 2024          $3,151.01
          Receipts
          Meal Reimbursements                637.00
          Dues (5 @ $10/2 @ $5)                60.00
          Food Pantry donations                  44.00
         “Turnover Hunger” project            87.00
          Meal reimbursements (3)              36.00
         Total Receipts                              864.00
         Total Available                        $4,015.01
          Expenses
          Rolling Pin – 54 meals               574.98
          IRTA – 2 RA reservations           60.00
          Lance Stallcop – Hoosier.net       30.00
         Total Expenses                          $664.98
CURRENT BALANCE                  $3,350.03

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Bultman, RCRTA treasurer

RCRTA NEWS
2024 Community Service News

Community Service Chair Sue Bunselmeier is 
proud to report RCRTA members donated 25,751 
total hours as volunteers in 2023, ranking 2nd in the 
state! Youth hours totaled 6,810 hours; other hours 
totaled 18,941. Sue will honor Sharon Martin as the
RCRTA Volunteer of the Year and Honorable 
Mention Volunteers Tom Reale, Marsha Bultman, 
and Nancy Durham at the July meeting. Our 2023 
community service project, Wreaths Across Ripley 
County, was recognized as one of the outstanding 
projects in the state. We also will continue to 
accept donations for Turnover Hunger, our 
community service project for the year. Turnover 
Hunger is a fund with the Ripley County 
Community Foundation and benefits all needy 
elementary school age children in the county. 
*****Anyone interested in forming a sewing 
group to create simple clothing for children? 
Contact President-Elect Cheryl Corning!

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;
              they just have the heart.”

Elizabeth Andrew

IRTA NEWS
Indiana Retired Teachers Association 

RCRTA was well represented at the 
Representative Assembly held June 12 in 
Indianapolis. Delegates included Marsha 
Bultman, Nancy Durham, Betty Bourquein, 
Cheryl Parmer, and Sherri Zornes. Mark Guard, 
IRTA secretary-treasurer; Cheryl Corning, Area 
10 Director; Ellen Mulford, IRTAF treasurer; 
and Dennis Bourquein, IRTA past president, 
also attended the sessions.

Marsha Bultman and Nancy Durham received 
Honorable Mention Volunteer certificates at the 
RA. Also receiving an honorable mention 
certificate was Tom Reale. Additional awards for 
the RCRTA included outstanding press 
release,  outstanding newsletter, and outstanding 
community service project in 2023. 
******Sharon Martin should have been 
recognized as our Volunteer of the Year but was 
inadvertently left off the list. She will receive her 
well-deserved certificate at the July meeting.



IRTA Foundation News

The Foundation continues to push toward its 
goal of one million dollars in the endowment—
hopefully to be realized in 2025 for the 75th 
anniversary of the Representative Assembly.
Foundation Treasurer Ellen Mulford reports the 
Foundation collected $1839 in the silent raffle 
at the RA and $2400 cash donations directly 
toward the endowment fund.

RCRTA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES         
Retired Teacher Membership - $10.00           
Associate Membership - $5.00

Please PRINT

Retired Teacher             
_________________________________________
(First)    (Initial) (Last)

Spouse
_________________________________________
(First)   (Initial) (Last)

Street 
_________________________________________

City ______________________ 
State _______________ Zip _______________

Telephone Number (______) _______________ E-
mail ________________________________
This application covers RCRTA Membership 
Year July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.
Check should be made payable to Ripley County 
Retired Teachers Association
Send check to RCRTA treasurer:
Marsha Bultman; P. O Box 134; Osgood, IN 
47037

****************************************

If you haven’t joined the Indiana State 
Retired Teachers Association, please go to 
retiredteachers.org/membership and join 
today! The legislature pays attention to 
numbers! Membership in the state 
organization means Retired Teachers have a
VOICE! Membership also means you will 
receive the state newsletter, the Bulletin 
Board.

RCRTA Serves on the State Level

Left, IRTA President David Lennen installs the 
area directors, including Cheryl Corning as Area 10
director. Ellen Mulford is the current Foundation 
treasurer, Mark Guard is the current IRTA 
secretary-treasurer, and Dennis Bourquein is a past 
IRTA president.



       

Treasurer Marsha Bultman presents a check 
to Gayla Vonderheide, Director of Health 
Services for Batesville Community School 
Corporation. One of the RCRTA projects each 
year is to present $50 checks to each of the 
county’s elementary school’s nurses. 
Bridgette Horan, South Ripley, Kara 
Harlemart, Jac-Cen-Del, and Helen Hixson, 
Milan, also accepted checks to be used for
 supplies.

Betty Bourquein greets Dearborn County RA 
delegate Jo Sloan, and Dennis Bourquein 
enjoys recognition as an IRTA Past President.

Sherri Zornes joins Marsha Bultman as they look 
over all the items at the Representative Assembly 
silent auction. The RCRTA donated items crafted 
by Mary Daily. Sherri is a first-time RA delegate. 
Thank you, Sherri, and all the delegates for your 
willingness to serve.

The RCRTA will remember the following
members at the July 23 meeting: 

Beverly Buxton
Eugene Westerman

Elsie Luke
Elizabeth Meyer Downey

Lou Wolter



Dennis and Andrea Westerfeld
323 Charles Place 
Batesville, IN 47006
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