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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear RCRTA Members:

This has not been a really cold winter, and we 
have had only a little snow to hinder our 
travels. But with this recent cool spell, it 
seems that the winter has been long. We all 
look forward to spring with some warmer 
temperatures and blooming flowers.

I am confident that we are all anticipating
 the 13th check that the legislature approved 
near the end of this past session. This 
additional money may not be everything we 
had hoped for, but it is progress that we can 
possibly build upon in the future. Our IRTA 
executive director, Laura Penman, and 
lobbyist, Steve Beebe, worked hard to get 
this bill passed. We appreciate their hard 
work. This should make us all feel good 
about being a member of the Indiana Retired 
Teacher Association. This organization is 
working to help all retired teachers.

We hope to see each of you at the spring 
meeting on April 23. The agenda will include 
a special program with emphasis on enjoying 
the outdoors. Additional details about the 
meeting will be included in other parts of the 
newsletter. 

Please encourage your former colleagues to 
join us for our meeting on the 23rd and to 
become members of IRTA. They will enjoy 

the fellowship of our social time together and 
help to keep our organization strong. Again, I 
am looking forward to seeing you on April 23!

Yours in education,
Gene Pitts, RCRTA president

Hope to see you April 23! 
11 a.m. registration/
11:30 a.m. lunch
Osgood Town Hall
$12 lunch

Check out the RCRTA Facebook page and
the local website for news about the 
organization, including meetings, 
celebrations, and projects!

Don’t sit on the sidelines…
Get involved!

2024 Social Meeting Schedule:
Tuesday, April 23
Tuesday, July 23
Tuesday, October 22

http://www.ripleyrta.org/


RCRTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:
President, Gene Pitts              812-654–2267 

   812-363-3112
Vice-President, Cheryl Corning  
                                                    812-621-5742
Secretary, Nancy Durham     812-871-0755
Treasurer, Marsha Bultman   812-871-3155
Committee Chairs:
Community Service, Sue Bunselmeier

   812-621-0869
Membership, Cheryl Parmer   
                                                   812-614-4078
Public Relations, Nancy Durham
                                                   812-871-0755
Webmaster, Dennis Bourquein

  812-717-0501
Legislative, Ted Ahaus           812-621-1037
Past President, Lois Luken         
                                                   812-212-3838
Member Concerns/Necrologist/Archivist
       Andrea Westerfeld          812-934-2284

   812-621-0256
Foundation, Ellen Mulford    812-756-0990

State Contact Information

IRTA Officers:
Laura Penman, Executive Director
David Lennen, President
Paula Dyer, Past President
Sharon Barnes, President-Elect
Mark Guard, Secretary-Treasurer
Cheryl Corning, Area 10 Director

AMBA Representative
Jeff Wright
IRTA
2629 Waterfront Pkway, East Drive, Suite 105
Indianapolis, IN 46214
Phone: 317-637-7481

toll-free 888-454-9333
Fax: 317-637-9671
Contact Person: Linnie Harris

Website: www.retiredteachers.org
Take the time to check the IRTA website, 
click on ADVOCACY, and find out what’s 
happening in the legislature!

Ripley County Retired Teachers 
Social Meeting Minutes

October 24, 2023

President Gene Pitts welcomed the fifty attendees 
with the ringing of the bell gifted to RCRTA by 
Dennis Bourquein. After Ellen Mulford entertained
the group with the harvest hymn “Come, Ye 
Thankful People, Come,” Nancy Durham led the 
singing of the “Blessing.” Gene thanked The 
Rolling Pin for the catered lunch and dismissed the 
group to lunch table by table.

President Pitts called the meeting to order at 12:20 
and asked Vice-President Cheryl Corning to come 
forward to make the announcement that the Area 
10 Active Teachers’ Grant was awarded to Sheena 
Speer at South Ripley Elementary School for 
STEM engagement. Cards were sent around for 
John Ward, who is not feeling well, and Jo Jones, 
who has moved to Danville. 

Brenda Schwering led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the American flag. The Secretary’s minutes were 
included in the Clipboard sent to all members. The 
Treasurer’s report was also included in the 
newsletter. Treasurer Marsha Bultman announced 
that all elementary school nurses have received 
their $50 gifts from the RCRTA and will receive 

http://www.retiredteachers.org/


another allocation in the spring. Marsha also has 
received 9 dues payments in the mail.

Former SCC teacher Lois Luken introduced the 
current Principal of the Southeastern Career 
Center, Adam Pietrykowski. Adam addressed the 
number of SCC teaching alumni in the room first, 
and then he addressed the flier he had placed at 
each place. With an extensive background in 
education, Adam noted his excitement of leading 
the Career Center and initiating new programs.
 He spoke about the number of collaborative 
projects in place and the revamping of school 
tours to enhance excitement about the available 
programs. Several retired teachers reinforced the 
importance of the Career Center in today’s world 
and reaching students who succeed in a hands-on 
environment. In closing, Adam explained the new 
Capstone program partnering with local 
businesses and proclaimed how the Southeastern 
Career Center is a unique place that is more than 
numbers.

Ellen Mulford, treasurer of the Indiana Retired 
Teachers Association Foundation, reviewed the 
programs the Foundation sponsors: A Hand Up 
to help retired teachers in need; Active Teacher 
Grants, two awarded in each area in the fall; and 
Future Teachers Scholarships, one per area each 
spring. Ellen encouraged all retired teachers to 
alert any junior and senior enrolled in an 
education program in an Indiana university about 
these $2000 scholarships. Ellen reminded us that 
anyone can be an associate member of the IRTA 
and qualify for all the IRTA benefits. Ellen also 
left Giving Tree handouts at each place and 
encouraged us to consider planning a bequest in 
our estates for the IRTAF. The Foundation is 
halfway to their million dollar goal for the 
endowment which will help the Foundation be 
self-sustaining of its programs.

Sue Bunselmeier, community service chair, 
reminded members to be keeping track of their 
volunteer hours, especially noting the hours spent 
volunteering with youth. She would like to have
 the record of your hours by the end of the year, 
and whether you send an email or a text message, 
make sure you identify yourself. She then 

announced that as of today we have collected $901 
for Wreaths Across Ripley County which will be 
donated to the Ripley County Community 
Foundation endowment fund on the Day of Giving,
November 3, and obtain a 50 percent match.

Nancy Durham thanked Lois Luken and Andrea 
Westerfeld, her Clipboard proofreaders. She also 
asked members to contact Lois or Andrea if they 
are not receiving the Clipboard to update their 
email and snail mail addresses. Nancy also asked 
members to contact her with activities for which 
the retired teachers are involved, such as vision 
screening.

Andrea Westerfeld, chair of member concerns, 
urged us to let her know when someone is ill or 
grieving. She also needs to know when members 
change their phone numbers or addresses.

Cheryl Parmer, membership chair, reported on the 
importance of retired teachers making their voices 
heard in the state of Indiana. There are 55,000 
retired teachers in the state but only 17,000 in the 
IRTA. Cheryl worked through the application to 
show us how simple it is to join the organization 
and asked each of us to take a couple of 
applications to share with colleagues who are not 
yet members. She noted that 10 states in the 
country do not have pension plans for their 
teachers, and that with the number of “business-
minded” senators on the education committee, our 
pension is not a guarantee. The fear of losing our 
pension is real!

Gene commented about our organization’s 
challenge of membership—getting the word to 
younger or newer retired teachers and encouraging 
them to join our local and our state organizations. 
Mark Guard, IRTA secretary-treasurer,  
encouraged all members to visit the IRTA website 
and view the pre-retirement video. He shared that 
ever since the 1950 founding of the IRTA, the 
organization’s main focus has been retired teachers.

Shirley Bocock spoke about the association 
between the Ripley County Lions and the RCRTA 
and thanked all volunteers for their help with the 
vision screening. So far 3513 students have been 



screened with several more large schools to be 
completed. Gene thanked Shirley for directing 
our efforts in this project.

With no other announcements, Gene wished 
everyone a safe and healthy winter. The next 
meeting will be April 23, 2024!

The meeting closed with the announcement of the 
winners of the prizes to benefit the Wreaths 
Across Ripley County, Freda Kegley and Donna 
Perry. McDonald’s gift cards were awarded to 
Jim Powell, Cheryl Parmer, Brenda Mergenthahl, 
Mary Daily, and Dennis Westerfeld.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Durham, secretary

Pictured Above: Janice Lamping, RCCF 
program coordinator, receives the RCRTA 
donation to Wreaths Across Ripley County 
on the Day of Giving in November 2023 
from Community Service Chair Sue 
Bunselmeier and fellow RCRTA members 
Lois Luken and Nancy Durham.

RCRTA Treasurer’s Report
December 1, 2023

  Ending Balance November 10, 2023
                                                         $3,979.78
  Receipts
      Meal Reimbursements (1@$16)  16.00
 
Total Receipts                                        16.00

Total Available                               $3,995.78

Expenses
     Food Pantry donations (4 x $117)
                                                              468.00
     IRTA Foundation 
          (memorials for deceased members)
          12 at $10                                   120.00
    Marsha Bultman (napkins/ 5-$5 gift cards)
                                                                34.82
Total Expenses                                 $622.82

CURRENT BALANCE                       $3,372.96

Respectfully submitted,
Marsha Bultman, RCRTA treasurer

RCRTA NEWS
2024 Community Service News

Community Service Chair Sue Bunselmeier is 
proud to report RCRTA members donated 25,751 
total hours as volunteers. Youth hours totaled 6,810
hours; other hours totaled 18,941. Sue will honor 
our Volunteer of the Year and Honorable Mention 
Volunteers at the July meeting after the honorees 
receive their certificates at the Representative 
Assembly in June. 

Sue will outline the details of the 2024 Community 
Service project at the April social meeting. The 
executive board has chosen to support the Turnover
Hunger project with the Ripley County Community
Foundation for this year’s project. 

April Social Meeting 

Our program will feature Jack Sutton from the 
Oak Heritage Conservancy.

Rolling Pin will cater the box lunch of chicken 
salad with croissant, broccoli-cauliflower salad,
applesauce, and cookies. Please take note:  the 
price per box lunch is $12, and there is 



no longer a “twofer” deal. Leftover lunches 
will be available for $5. 

Tea, lemonade, and bottled water will be 
provided.

See you Tuesday, April 23, at the Osgood 
Town Hall. Registration begins at 11 a.m.; 
the lunches will be available at the tables 
once you have registered.

New Local Website
Dennis Bourquein has our new website up and 
running. It is filled with information so make 
sure you take a look!

IRTA NEWS
Indiana Retired Teachers Association 

Hopefully by the time you read this local 
newsletter, you will have received the IRTA 
Bulletin Board with the news that the legislature 
has passed the legislation that will give all 
retirees a 13th check! Make sure you read all the 
details in the Bulletin Board.

RCRTA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES         
Retired Teacher Membership - $10.00           
Associate Membership - $5.00

Please PRINT

Retired Teacher             
_________________________________________
(First)    (Initial) (Last)

Spouse
_________________________________________
(First)   (Initial) (Last)

Street 
_________________________________________

City ______________________ 
State _______________ Zip _______________

Telephone Number (______) _______________  
E-mail __________________________________

This application covers RCRTA Membership 
Year July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.
Check should be made payable to Ripley County 
Retired Teachers Association
Send check to RCRTA treasurer:
Marsha Bultman; P. O Box 134; Osgood, IN  
47037

***********************************

“Coming together is a beginning, staying 
together is progress, and working together 
is success.”
                              Henry Ford

If you haven’t joined the Indiana State 
Retired Teachers Association, please go to 
retiredteachers.org/membership and join 
today! The legislature pays attention to 
numbers! Membership in the state 
organization means Retired Teachers have a
VOICE! Membership also means you will 
receive the state newsletter, the Bulletin 
Board.

 At our October meeting President Gene 
Pitts and Past President Lois Luken 

welcomed Adam Pietrykowski, Principal 
of the Southeastern Career Center.



Freda Kegley and Donna Perry receive their 
prizes after the raffle to benefit the Wreaths 
Across Ripley County community service 
project.

President Gene Pitts rings the bell to call 
the meeting to order in October. The bell 
is a gift to the RCRTA from Dennis Bourquein.

It’s that time of the year for schools to
         give their students a dose of reality!

Above, several retired teachers from
            South Ripley returned to work the Real

World event sponsored by the 8th grade
academic team at SRJHS.

WRBI held its annual Reality Check at 
Jac-Cen-Del April 2. Typical 
unpredictable spring weather disrupted 
the schedule, but the RCRTA volunteers 
enjoyed ushering 8th grade students 
from Jac-Cen-Del, St. Nicholas, and St. 
Louis through the various stations.



The joint effort of Ripley County Retired 
Teachers and the area Lions Clubs recorded
 a successful vision screening project for 
the year. A total of 5,065 students in 
kindergarten, first grade, third grade, fifth 
grade, and eighth grade were screened. 
Volunteers screened in 28 different 
buildings in five different counties. Thank 
you to Shirley Bocock for her leadership!
Pictured above are Cheryl Parmer, Ken 
Sheets, and Marsha Bultman volunteering 
at the Madison Middle School.

   
  

 

    Ellen Mulford regularly entertains the
    membership with her exceptional skills on
    the piano.

    Social meetings three times a year give
    retirees from all the county schools an
    opportunity to visit, find out valuable
    information, and serve the community.
    Please make your plans to join us April 23!

    Left, Cheryl Parmer, Shirley Bocock, and
    Sandy Comer Bowlus prepare for the Reality
    Check at J-C-D, sponsored by WRBI.



Dennis and Andrea Westerfeld
323 Charles Place 
Batesville, IN 47006

Return Service Requested


